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WELCOME TO GUITAR UNLEASHED DOCUMENTATION 

This document will take you through the basic functionality of the Guitar Unleashed software application. 

If you have any problems using Guitar Unleashed, please read this document prior to contacting the support team. 

Guitar Unleashed is unlike many other guitar tuition software packages available in one major aspect and that is that it is infinitely 

expandable. 

As a user you can add a wide variety of documents, videos or audio files to the application allowing you to build an invaluable resource for 

your music studies. 

As well as finding and adding your own data to Guitar Unleashed there will be additional modules created by guitar instructors across the 

globe allowing you to expand Guitar Unleashed however you please.  These modules will be available via our online store so keep checking to 

see if there is a particular technique or musical genre that you would like to focus on. 

We hope you will enjoy Guitar Unleashed and quickly come to see the power of this application when it comes to learning the guitar. 
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USING GUITAR UNLEASHED 

Guitar Unleashed can be started using the Desktop icon or Start/Programs/CDH Software/GuitarUnleashed programs menu item. 

The first thing that should happen when you initially start Guitar Unleashed is that a license Key dialog will pop up.  Please insert the key 

attached to the invoice email you received after your purchase. 

 

Enter your license number and then click the Ψ!ctivateΩ button.  If the license number is not accepted, you will see this dialog: 

 

 

If the license key is valid, you should see this dialog: 

 

If you cannot activate your copy of the software online, please contact us via email and send us your Order Number, Machine ID and your 

license key.  We will activate the software for you manually. 

If you have any problems registering Guitar Unleashed, please contact support as soon as possible to enable us to rectify the problem. 
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Once Guitar Unleashed Starts, you will initially see the following screen: 

 

²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ Ǝƻ ƛƴǘƻ ŘŜǘŀƛƭ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ǎŎǊŜŜƴ ƛƴ ŀ ƳƻƳŜƴǘΦ  CƛǊǎǘ ƭŜǘΩǎ ŎƻƴŎŜƴǘǊŀǘŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōǳǘǘƻƴǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ of the software application and 

give a brief description of what they do. 

 

On the top right hand side of the application we have a red button with an X, clicking on this button will close Guitar Unleashed.  Next to that 

is a blue button with computer screen.  Clicking this button will maximize Guitar Unleashed if not already maximized or return Guitar 

Unleashed to a sizable window if Guitar Unleashed is already maximized.  Next to that is another blue button with a minus sign.  Clicking this 

button will minimize Guitar Unleashed to the taskbar. 

On the main toolbar there are nine blue buttons.  Their functions from left to right are as follows: 

1. Main Screen:  Clicking this button will open the main introduction screen. 

2. Theory Screen:   Clicking this button will open the theory screen where the common theory themes are available. 

3. Scales Screen:  Clicking this button will open the scales screen where you can view a large selection of scales and you will also be 

able to view scales theory documents. 

4. Chords Screen:  Clicking this button will open the chords screen allowing you to view over 1,000 chord voicings, view a large 

selection of triads and also view chord theory documents. 

5. Technique Screen:  Clicking this button will open the technique screen allowing you to view documents on a variety of techniques. 

6. Lessons Screen:  Clicking on this button will allow you to view the Video Lesson files provided with Guitar Unleashed. 

7. Media Screen:  Clicking this button will allow you to view media files that you provide. 

8. Metronome:  Clicking this button will open the metronome. 

9. Help Screen:  Clicking this button will open the help documentation that you are now reading. 
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On the bottom of the screen you will find the build number that you currently have.  This information will enable you to ensure that you have 

the latest version available when checking on our support page. 

You can resize Guitar Unleashed by grabbing the edges of the sides or bottom of the interface and whilst holding down the left mouse 

button, drag the screen to the size required.  The mouse icon will change to a double arrow when the mouse is over an area that allows this 

functionality. 

You can move the interface around by left clicking on the Guitar Unleashed logo and whilst holding the left mouse button down, dragging the 

interface to the position that you require. 

The interface cannot be moved or resized when the screen is maximized. 
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MAIN SCREEN 

When you click on the Main Screen button, you will be presented with the following screen: 

 

At the very top of this screen you'll find some web-browser-like buttons and an address bar. These work like they do in any web browser, 

allowing you to move back, forward, go to the start/home page, and refresh. The address bar does not allow input directly but allows you to 

easily select between any "pages" you've recently viewed. 

The green button on the right of the browser bar allows you to undock the Main Screen from Guitar Unleashed therefore allowing you to 

view multiple screens at a time.  To re-dock the screen, simply click on the green button again. 

The splash image in the center of the screen contains links to areas of possible interest to Guitar Unleashed owners. 

The links take you to the following areas: 

1. Guitar Unleashed:  This link will take you to the index page of the Guitar Unleashed website. 

2. Community Forum:  This link will take you to our forums where you can obtain support for Guitar Unleashed and also discuss any 

musical subjects such as technique, gear and artists etc. 

3. Shopping:  This link will take you to our shop where you can purchase additional modules for Guitar Unleashed and you can also 

purchase our other main software packages such as Bass Unleashed. 

4. Support:  This link will take you to the Guitar Unleashed support page where you can obtain support for Guitar Unleashed including 

links to the latest service releases for Guitar Unleashed. 

5. Contact Us:  This link will take you to our contact page, allowing you to contact us with any suggestions or support queries not 

covered on our forums or the support page. 
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THEORY SCREEN 

When you click on the Theory Screen button, you will be presented with the following screen.  At the top of the screen you will see a toolbar.  

Each text button will open the theory document relating to that subject.  The common theory subjects i.e. not directly related to scales, 

chords or technique are covered in this screen. 

 

The Guitarist: covers the role of the guitarist in different kinds of bands and will take you through varying genres played by guitarists. 

The Guitar:  is a drop down menu that will allow you to select the following menu items: 

 Anatomy:  covers guitar construction and the various components that make up a guitar. 

 The Fretboard: covered in more detail later in this section. 

 Changing Strings:  covers how to change strings on various types of guitar. 

 Tuning:  covers various methods of tuning your guitar and tools used to aid in the process. 

 Whammy Bar:  takes a closer look at this much used part of the guitar. 

Setup: is a drop down menu that will allow you to select the following items: 

 Basic Setup: covers the basic items you would need to get started when playing the guitar.  

 Advanced setup: covers the more expensive items that you may wish to acquire as you progress as a guitarist.  

Rhythm: is a drop down menu that will allow you to select the following items: 

 Rhythm, Tempo And Timing: covers the basics of rhythm, tempo and timing used in music. 

 Playing Rhythm: covers basic rhythms played in different musical styles.  

Time Signatures: covers time signatures in musical score 
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Reading Charts: is a drop down menu that will allow you to select the following items:  

 Chord And Rhythm Charts: covers the basics how to use chord and rhythm charts. 

 Tablature Charts: covers how to read tablature and looks at the limitations of this form of musical shorthand.  

Harmonics:  is a drop down menu that will allow you to select the following items: 

 Natural Harmonics: covers natural harmonics and where to find them on the fretboard. 

 Artificial Harmonics:  covers the how to play artificial harmonics on your guitar. 

 Advanced Harmonics:  describes the more advanced types of harmonics such as tapped and pinched harmonics. 

Advanced Guitarist:  is a drop down menu that will allow you to select the following items: 

 Improvisation: covers the definition of improvisation and how to start improvising. 

 Soloing:  covers how soloing applies to different genres of guitar music. 

Notation Legend: is an index of the most common notation symbols that you will come across in score and tablature. 

The green button on the right of the toolbar allows you to undock the Theory Screen from Guitar Unleashed therefore allowing you to view 

multiple screens at a time.  To re-dock the screen, simply click on the green button again. 

Fretboard:    

The fretboard displays a description of the fretboard and advice on how to use the fretboard tool at the top of the screen.  

Below is a screenshot of the fretboard tool.  This screen is different from the other common theory screens in the fact that it displays a 

fretboard for you. 

 

Above the actual fretboard you will see 2 drop down lists and one button. 

The first drop down list will allow you to customize the look of the neck to your tastes.  There are 3 possible configurations; Maple, Rosewood 

or Ebony. 

Next to the drop down list you will see a button.  Clicking on this button will flip the neck horizontally to allow you to display it as a left-

handed neck.  This makes it much easier for left-handed players to visualize the notes on the neck.  Click the button again to return to a right 

handed neck. 
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The next drop down list contains all twelve ƴƻǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƭǎƻ ŀƴ Ψ!ƭƭΩ ƛǘŜƳΦ  /ƭƛŎƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŀƴȅ ƴƻǘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ŀƭƭ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŎƪ where that 

ƴƻǘŜ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘΦ  /ƭƛŎƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ψ!ƭƭέ ƛǘŜƳ ǿƛƭƭ display all the notes on the neck. 
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SCALES SCREEN 

When you click on the Scales Screen button, you will be presented with the following screen.  At the top of the screen you will see a toolbar.  

Each text button will open the theory document relating to that subject.  The scales theory subjects not directly related to common theory, 

chords or technique are covered in this screen. 

 

Major Scales: covers the construction and use of the major scale. 

Minor Scales: covers the construction and use of the minor scale. 

Pentatonic Scales: covers the construction and use of the major and minor pentatonic scales and also introduces the blues scale. 

Modes:  covers the construction of the seven modes. 

Advanced Scales:  covers the more advanced and exotic scales. 

Scale Exercises:  introduces some helpful exercises to allow you to get the best out of your practice sessions when practicing scales. 

Phrasing:  is a drop down menu that will allow you to select the following items: 

 Basics Of Phrasing: introduces the subject of phrasing and its importance in music. 

 Advanced Phrasing:  continues onto the more advanced aspects of phrasing. 

The green button on the right of the toolbar allows you to undock the Scales Screen from Guitar Unleashed therefore allowing you to view 

multiple screens at a time.  To re-dock the screen, simply click on the green button again. 

Below the toolbar is a very important feature of the Guitar Unleashed Scales Screen and that is the fretboard tool.  This will be invaluable 

when you are learning your scales.  We will go into depth and fully describe the fretboard tool on the next page. 
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The Scales Screen fretboard tool: 

Apart from the documents displayed on this screen, the item that will get the most use will be the invaluable fretboard tool.  Below is a 

screenshot of this tool. 

 

We will start by describing the functions of the list boxes and button at the top of the fretboard tool. 

The first drop down list will allow you to customize the look of the neck to your tastes.  There are 3 possible configurations; Maple, Rosewood 

or Ebony. 

Next to the drop down list you will see a button.  Clicking on this button will flip the neck horizontally to allow you to display it as a left-

handed neck.  This makes it much easier for left-handed players to visualize the notes on the neck.  Click the button again to return to a right-

handed neck. 

 

The next drop down list will display the root note that you wish to see the selected scale type (or mode) for. 

The last drop down list contains 27 scale types (including the seven modes).  

When the scales screen initially opens, the fretboard will be set to display the C Major scale in all its locations.  You will notice that there are 

two different types of markers on the neck, one yellow with an R in the circle and the other is white with a number in the circle.   

The yellow circles denote the locations of the root notes of the currently selected scale.  For instance, the above fretboard shows the 

locations that the C Major scale can be played on the neck and the yellow circles denote where all the C notes (the root note of the scale) are 

located. 

The white circles have numbers and each of these numbers indicates the degree of that note in the scale.  This is very important when 

learning scale structure. 

Below the actual neck you will see a series of notes separated by commas.  These are the notes of the scale starting with the root and ending 

with the root an octave higher.   

The notes and note degree within the scale are: 

R = Root/Tonic (C):  2 = 2
nd

 (D):  3 = 3
rd

 (E):  4 = 4
th

 (F):  5 = 5
th 

(G):  6 = 6
th

 (A):  7 = 7
th

 (B):  R = Root/Tonic one Octave higher (C) 

 










































